70 percent arrest free after 18
months. Of those not treated,
80 percent relapsed and 67
percent were arrested again.

- A 'Rand Corporation study
determined that providing
treatment to all addicts in the

. United States “could save
R B more than $150 -billion in

SOAPBOX social costs-over the next 15
R years, while. nmpcaum only

. $21  billion in treatment

‘expenditures. - :

Results prove that addic-

. . --tion treatment is not only

A ' . beneficial to the individual
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DRUG TREATMENT . proper treatment interven-
IS A SOUND COURSE .- tiom, even the relapse rate is

: . lower. in the treatment of.
In response to an opinion .  addiction than other mala-
piece w% this Finn Kavanagh dies. Therefore, the ‘cost -of
[Restore funds for-drug treat-> substance abuse to society
ment, Dec. 8], I would like to goes beyond the tréatment
comment on Kavanagh’s = costs and includes:other.
owmmﬁ,mﬁon that “Treatment. effects, such as crime; drug
is not just a cost, but a ﬁumm enforcement.costs, and oﬁwm_..
investment.?.. _ - . health costs, R
‘According to the Center. - Gan drugaddicts ﬁwo.wmqm
for Substance Abuse Treat- - been in legal trouble find help -
“ment (CSAT), every Ameri- inrehab rather than jail? And,
‘can man, woman, and child will treatment. /ﬁ.mmm%,..,wmnw
pays over $1,000 annually to: addicts off drugs? ‘The federal
cover the $275 billion tab for "government spends :about
untreated addiction. Costs two-thirds of its $19.2 billion
.incurred from untreated sub- - drug budget-on. Hﬁ.ﬁbmﬁ.n? -
stance _abuse are from-lost mentand interdiction~— with
productivity, law -eniforce- atleast 60 percent of inmates
ment, healthcare, etc, Ironi-- reporting-a Hmﬁod\s.ow “sttb-
" cally, it would only cost each  stance -abuse, The ¢ost .of
American about $45 to pro-. Emﬂmwommﬁm nonviolent .&nm
vide full treatment for all. offendersis -miore than twice:
addictive &moaﬂ.m. T . asgreatas treating them. ..
Studies™ in"15 states con- = Furthermore, a two-year-
ducted by the National Asso- California Drug-and Alcohol
ciation of State Alcohol'and  Treatment Assessment (CAL- -
Drug - Abuse = Directors ' DATA) study found thdt for -
(NASADAD) found decreases. every $1 spent on treatment,
~in wo%mmrumsomm resulting ™ $7 was saved in future-costs.. -
from addiction- -tréatment,: .ﬂum .questions raised above.
. Healthcare costs were 87 per- . can be answered. with a
cent.less by the third" wm_ﬁ. oH. - resounding “Yes,”. aunm treat-
_ treatment. .- - -ment is-a wise investment —

-,

Additionally, : a mmﬁm& one: life' and .one dollar .at‘a
- University study found that. time:-. - .
substanice abuse interventions -~ . - - - 3>_~_zo E.
_ ranked among the top 10 per-". Py e ﬁ)xwoz ELL,
cent of over 500 cost. saving [ ~LICENSED.
--and life saving medical treat-. - - . vm<n_._0.:._m_u>v_m._.\
ments, According to the Phy-. Om_u._._m. _mU ADDICTION
sician Leadership on National - NI SBECIALIST-
Drug Policy, behavioral mua; .“. . mQC._.I_ _c=>_<=
-medication - compliance : ‘
among Hooo<mnmbm -addicts.is - monﬁwoa isa EESH H..H@EE.

- comparablé to patients being - colurmn ained at letting people
treated-for diabetes, hyper- - vent. A few rules: We will not
tension; or mmaﬂbP In fact, the:s publish personal attacks. Your

- relapse rate is moEm:ﬁosanL rants must gddress a specific

- for drug addiction treatment. ~v LOCAL bﬂoEmS and be short

-Moreovér, a National Insti- «and as to the pointas'possible,

_tute: of Justice mE% found. mmm&__ to rant? You can do
that inmates Hmnm:anm addic- - it in English or m.un:&a E-mail
tion treatment in prison and - Emw:nr@rﬁ.n& com or write
during work release: HomHmBm monﬁwoﬂ 7300 N Nm:%: U?
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